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Booking Information

To book Sea Kayaking call 01770 302244. To book RIB trips from the 
Shore House call 01770 302377.  For all other events call the Wildlife 
Festival booking line 07501 337532. 

A minimum of £2 from every bookable event goes to fund the festival.  
Many events are hosted by conservation charities – please consider 
making a donation to support their work.  Where no booking is required, 
entry is by donation and funds raised will be split between the host 
charity and the festival.

Where events do not require booking, availability may be limited by 
venue size.  Bookable events have limited places.  Please book early to 
avoid disappointment.  Some events are weather dependent and may 
need to be re-scheduled if the conditions are unfavourable. 

For all outdoor events please bring warm clothes, waterproofs, 
stout footwear, binoculars and camera if you have them.  Insect 
repellent will help you to enjoy outdoor events!

Events accessible by wheelchair are shown 

www.arranwildlife.co.uk

festival@arranwildlife.co.uk

Sailing: Half Day Coastal Cruising
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
The cruising element of this trip allows us to constantly explore new 
coastlines and you will be able to see wildlife and the seabed at  
close proximity.

Cost: Adult (16+) £22.50 Child (12-15) £12.50 
Unaccompanied Teen (12-15) £17.50. Booking required.

Sannox Saunter			 
Meet: Sannox Bay car park (NS016454) 
Join RSPB Scotland on a short walk (about 1km, gentle 
slope) discovering some of Arran’s birds, plants and other wildlife.   
The path is suitable for most wheelchairs and prams.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Sea Kayaking: Half Day Coastal Journey
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
The cruising element of this trip allows us to constantly explore new 
coastlines and you will be able to see wildlife and the seabed at close 
proximity. Bring trainers for getting wet, towel and swimming costume.

Cost: Adult (16+) £22.50. Booking required.

Sea Kayaking: Full Day Coastal Journey	
Meet:  Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
The touring element of this trip allows us to constantly explore new 
coastlines and kayaks allow you to get close to the shoreline where 
you will be able to see wildlife and the seabed at close proximity. Bring 
trainers for getting wet, towel and swimming costume.

Cost: Adult & Teen (16+) £40. Booking required.

Seals and Shore			
Meet: Kildonan Village Hall 
Wander along the shore at Kildonan with NTS for a 
chance to get close to seals and discover the myriad of creatures that 
live on the shore.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Wildlife Art Exhibition		
Meet: Corrie Arts Gallery 
An exhibition of paintings, glass, wood turning and wood carving by local 
artists. During the week Marvin Elliott will be creating a large basking 
shark out of recycled wood! Open 1000-1700 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 
1200-1600 Sun. Closed Weds.

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Wildlife on the Farm		
Meet: Meeting point to be conýrmed on booking 
Spend an afternoon viewing wildlife in Corriecravie in 
the company of farmer Charlie McAllister who has successfully combined 
farming with wildlife conservation by creating and maintaining various 
habitats on his farm. In 2006 he won the NFU/RSPB Farming for Wildlife 
Award for Scotland. The farm varies from Coastal Heath to Heather 
Moorland and we will try and explore as many habitats as time allows. 

Cost: £2. Booking required.

5 miles 

Wildlife Photography Competition
Meet: The Arran Shop, Brodick Pier 
Enter your best wildlife photographs taken during the week into our wildlife 
photography competition! Print them off at the Arran Shop and we will put 
them on display. 70p to print 8” x 6” photograph.

Wildlife Photography Exhibition	
Meet: The Arran Shop, Brodick Pier 
An exhibition of stunning wildlife images compiled by Scotland’s conservation 
organisations for Scottish Biodiversity Week alongside the entries into our 
wildlife photography competition.

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Wildlife Pub Quiz 		
Meet: Ormidale Hotel, Brodick 
Test your knowledge of Scottish wildlife with this great fun quiz!

Cost: £2 per team (max 5 per team).

Whitebeams Walk				  
Meet: Catacol Burn (NR509925) 
Discover Arran’s rare and unique whitebeams – special trees found only on 
Arran and walk up the beautiful and wild Catacol Glen with SNH. Please bring 
walking boots, waterproof jacket and trousers, packed lunch and a drink

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Transport Information

For information on ferry travel to Arran please visit  
www.calmac.co.uk. For Arran bus timetables see  
www.stagecoachbus.com.

The festival organisers would like to minimise car travel where 
possible. Additional buses will be arranged for some events 
– please ask for details when booking.

Map of Arran

Wednesday 13th May

1000 - 1500	 Deer Walk
1000 - 1330	 Ailsa Craig RIB Trip
1400 - 1500	 Holy Isle Sealife Special
1500 - 1630	 Sannox Saunter
1930 - 2100	 Making Your Sightings Count: An Introduction

Thursday 14th May

0930 - 1130	 Making Your Sightings Count: A Masterclass
1000 - 1700	 Mountain Wildlife
1100 - 1600	 Minibus Safari South
1200 - 1300	 Holy Isle Sealife Special
1430 - 1730	 Family Kayaking SEA-Fari
TBC	 Badger Watch
1900 - 2100	 Eagle Evening

Friday 15th May

1000 - 1230	 Barn Owl Walk
1100 - 1400	 Glenashdale Woodland Walk
1130 - 1630	 COAST Holy Isle Visit
1400 - 1600	 Conifer trees in the Castle Grounds
1430 - 1730	 Pladda Seabirds
1430 - 1730	 Sailing FUNdamentals
1930 - 2100	 COAST Talk and Film

Saturday 16th May

0500 - 0700	 Dawn Chorus
0700 - 1100	 Introduction to Sea Watching
0945 - 1730	 Birds from the Boat
1000 - 1700	 Sea Kayaking: Full Day Coastal Journey
1100 - 1300	 Kildonan Geology
1100 - 1600	 Optics Demonstration
1300 - 1430 	 Eaglewatch
1300 - 1700	 Introduction to Sea Watching
1400 - 1630	 COAST Lamlash Bay RIB Trip
1400 - 1530	 Seals and Shore
1530 - 1700	 Eaglewatch
1730 - 1900	 Geology of Arran: Talk and Workshop
1830 - 1930	 Moths and Moth Recording
2000 - late	 Moth Trapping Evening

Sunday 17th May

0700 - 0930	 Bird Ringing Demonstration
0930 - 1200	 Bird Ringing Demonstration

Sunday 17th May continued

0945 - 1730	 Birds from the Boat
1000 - 1300	 Raptor Ramble 
1030 - 1500	 Poetry Workshop with Jason Watt
1000 - 1700	 Sailing: Full Day Coastal Cruising
1100 - 1400	 Before Dinosaurs Walked
1200 - 1600	 Family Fun Day: Take Action for Wildlife
1930 - 2100	 Birds of Arran
2000 - 2200	 Bats and Beer

Monday 18th May

0930 - 1230	 Sea Kayaking: Half Day Coastal Journey
1000 - 1230	 Barn Owl Walk
1000 - 1230	 North Newton Shore
1100 - 1600	 COAST Holy Isle Visit
1300 - 1430 	 Eaglewatch
1400 - 1630	 Wildlife on the Farm
1530 - 1700	 Eaglewatch
1930 - 2100	 Images of Scottish Wildlife
2000 - late	 Wildlife Pub Quiz

Tuesday 19th May

1000 - 1500	 Deer Walk
1100 - 1600	 Minibus Safari of North Arran
1200 - 1800	 Whitebeams Walk
1330 - 1700	 Reptile Ramble
1400 - 1530	 Brodick Beach Stroll
1430 - 1730	 Sailing: Half Day Coastal Cruising
TBC	 Badger Watch
1930 - 2100	 Everything but the Goats

Wednesday 20th May

0930 - 1245	 Machrie Moor Stone Circles Walk
1000 - 1330	 Ailsa Craig RIB Trip
1300 - 1600	 Lamlash Seashore Walk
1400 - 1500	 Holy Isle Sealife Special
1430 - 1700	 Otter Walk

Throughout the week...

	 Wildlife Art Exhibition
	 Red Squirrel Watch
	 Wildlife Photography Exhibition
	 Wildlife Photography Competition
	 Hen Harrier Viewing Project

Images: red squirrel, gannets: Andy Hay (rspb-images.com), hen harrier: John 

Rhead, wheatear: Carl Reavey, Holy Isle, Machrie stones: Lucy Wallace, sea 

squirts: Howard Wood, golden eagle: Malcolm Olgilvie, ermine moth: Bob Dawson, 

otter: Fiona Laing, adder: Corrina Goeckeritz (NTS), eider: Dennis Morrison, farm, 

seal: Tom Marshall, bramble þowers: Keith Robertson (Roots of Arran).

The festival is funded by:

The festival is brought to you by:

8356 RSPB Arran Leaflet .indd   1 9/3/09   11:01:55



 

 

 

 

Ailsa Craig RIB Trip		
Meet: The Shore House, Brodick 
Ailsa Craig is an extraordinary natural spectacle. The island is an RSPB 
reserve and home to over 70,000 breeding seabirds including gannets, pufýns, 
razorbills and guillemots. The trip is weather dependent and may need to be 
rescheduled if conditions are unfavourable.

Cost: £50 per person. £10 from each adult fare is  
donated to the Wildlife Festival. Booking required.

Badger Watch			 
Meet: Meeting place and start time to be conýrmed.   
Booked parties will be contacted prior to the event. 
Catch a glimpse of one of Arran’s more elusive animals by joining FCS to watch 
for badgers emerging for their evening forage. Please bring along insect repellent.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Barn Owl Walk			 
Meet: Meeting place and start time to be conýrmed.   
Booked parties will be contacted prior to the event. 
Learn about Barn Owls as the FCS ranger investigates breeding success in an 
active nest site.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Bats and Beer				  
Meet: Ormidale Hotel, Brodick 
Why not enjoy an evening meal and drink before this introduction to bats from 
SNH, and then search out the real thing using bat detectors.

Cost: £2 meal not included. Booking required.

Before Dinosaurs Walked			 
Meet: Shiskine Golf Club Tearoom, Blackwaterfoot 
This walk will take you to see the footprints made by the “hand-beast of 
Blackwaterfoot” in sands that are over 245 million years old. Just north of the 
cliffs of Drumadoon, over 50 of these footprints were found in the last 10  
years. Now more have been found, numbering in their hundreds, along the 
south coast of Arran. Meet at the Golf Club tearoom for a short 
talk beforehand. 

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Bird Ringing Demonstration		
Meet: Kildonan Post Ofýce 
Watch summer visitors and migrant birds being identiýed, measured  
and ringed at close quarters. Learn how this helps us understand and  
protect them. Car parking limited please park opposite hall and 
walk to post ofýce.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Birds from the Boat		
Meet: Ardrossan – Brodick Ferry 
Join the RSPB North Ayrshire Local Group aboard the Arran 
ferry and look out for seabirds including diving gannets and more.

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Birds of Arran			 
Meet:  Whiting Bay Village Hall 
Enjoy this visual introduction to the brilliant birds of Arran with the local  
bird recorder.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Brodick Beach Stroll
Meet: Brodick TIC 
Join RSPB on a stroll along the beach and discover amazing wildlife just 
minutes from the ferry! We should have great views of a range of birds and 
telescopes will be available for close-up views. Ideal for families or those who 
ýnd walking long distances a challenge.

Cost: £2 Booking required.

COAST Holy Isle Visit			 
Meet: Lamlash Pier 
Join COAST on the Holy Isle ferry to learn about the marine 
environment and to walk over this beautiful island owned by Buddhist monks. 
Please note: the terrain is rugged and the walk is quite strenuous. (Fri 15th, 
Mon 18th.)

Cost: £15 per person including ferry fare. Booking required.

COAST Lamlash Bay RIB Trip			 
Meet: The Shore House, Brodick 
Take a  journey with Arran Power Sail, where an experienced member of 
COAST will explain about Scotlands ýrst No Take Zone. You will be able to view 
samples of marine life in temporary aquariums on board- a unique chance to 
explore the precious maerl beds in Lamlash Bay. Weather permitting, we will 
have a diver in the water alongside to show you the wildlife of the seabed.

Cost: £30 per adult, £20 under 16s. Booking required.

COAST Talk & Film		
Meet: Auchrannie Spa, Glencloy Suite, Brodick 
Discover Arran’s underwater world with an introduction to the COAST project 
which aims to create a Marine Protected Area in Lamlash Bay, 
and be inspired by an amazing ýlm footage from the seas.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Conifer Trees in the Castle Grounds	
Meet: Brodick Castle Country Park reception car park 
Explore the conifers in the collection of Brodick Castle Country Park, with local 
enthusiast Robin Whitla.

Cost: £2 per person plus £2 for castle grounds entrance. Booking required.

Dawn Chorus
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
Early morning walk with RSPB to discover the amazing sound of the dawn chorus.

Cost: £2  Booking required.

Deer Walk			 
Meet: North Sannox car park (NS015465) 
Explore North Arran with FCS Ranger Service and learn all about Britain’s 
largest land mammal. Please bring walking boots, waterproof jacket & trousers, 
packed lunch & drink.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Eagle Evening			 
Meet: Corrie Village Hall 
Enjoy a special double bill – hear the story of sea eagles’ return to Scotland in 
the RSPB Eagle Odyssey ýlm and ýnd out more about their recent return to the 
east of Scotland from Clare Smith, East Scotland Sea Eagle Ofýcer.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Eaglewatch				  
Meet: Lochranza Distillery 
Join Arran’s local bird recorder on a short walk for a chance of viewing that 
Scottish wildlife icon – the Golden Eagle. Discounted distillery  
tours and free tea or coffee with all food purchases in the 
Eagles Nest Café.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Everything but the Goats			
Meet: Ranger Centre, Brodick Castle 
A lively talk about the wildlife of the Goatfell Range with the 
NTS Head Ranger.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Family Fun Day: Take Action for Wildlife		

Meet: Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 
Come along, meet a range of conservation groups and discover how to help 
wildlife in your area. With plenty of fun activities for children on the day and lots 
of ideas for adults too, there should be something for everyone, from making 
your garden more wildlife friendly to ýnding out how to organise a beach clean 
or record the wildlife in your area.

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Family Kayaking SEA-Fari	
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
This is the perfect activity for families. Spend half a day paddling either single 
kayaks that are designed with the beginner in mind or double kayaks that 
let the kids come along too. Please bring trainers for getting wet, towel and 
swimming costume.

Cost: Adult (16+) £22.50 Child (6-15) £12.50.  
Booking required.

Geology of Arran: Talk and Workshop	
Meet: Blackwaterfoot Lodge 
Discover Arran’s geology and landscape with SNH, followed by a hands  
on look at rocks fossils and maps ï you can even bring one for identiýcation.  
No prior knowledge needed and a chance to see some old fossils in the bar 
while quafýng Arranôs real ale. 

Cost: Entry by donation.

Glenashdale Woodland Walk	
Meet: Ashdale Bridge car park, Whiting Bay 
A dramatic woodland wildlife walk to spectacular waterfalls with 
an FCS ranger.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Hen Harrier Viewing Project		
Meet: Kilmory Hall 
See live CCTV footage of nesting harriers and ýnd out more about these 
special birds. Phone 01770 870 345 for details.

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Holy Isle Sealife Special		
Meet: The Shore House, Brodick 
Circumnavigate Holy Isle and explore Lamlash Bay. A chance to see mammals 
such as seals and occasionally porpoises and sea birds including eider ducks, 
black and common guillemots, fulmars and gannets.

Cost: £25 Adults, £15 Under 16’s. £5 from each adult fare is  
donated to the Wildlife Festival. Booking required.

Images of Scottish Wildlife		
Meet: Whiting Bay Village Hall 
Wildlife photography David Callan shares his experiences with golden eagles, 
ospreys and other wildlife in this illustrated talk.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Introduction to Sea Watching		
Meet: Venue to be announced – depends on weather conditions 
Learn more about sea birds and migration in the company of an expert birder, 
Jason McManus. If you have a ‘scope’ bring it along.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Kildonan Geology			 
Meet: Kildonan Village Hall 
Join SNH to discover rocks that show Scotland was once a 
desert close to the Equator and was nearly torn apart 60 million years ago 
when the North Atlantic Ocean formed.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Lamlash Seashore Walk			 
Meet: Kerrs Port Car Park, Clauchlands Point, Lamlash 
Explore the ecology of the intertidal zone Scotlandôs ýrst No Take Zone with 
Sally Campbell of COAST. Find out why and how a variety of shoreline plants 
and creatures survive. Slippery and wet underfoot. Sturdy 
footwear essential.

Cost: £2. Booking Required.

Machrie Moor Stone Circles Walk		
Meet: Brodick Pier for Festival Bus 
Join archaeologist and wildlife enthusiast Lucy Wallace for a walk back to the 
Bronze Age and discover Machrie Moor’s ancient megalithic landscape – an 
excellent place to see birds of prey! Due to limited parking participants are 
advised to meet the special bus at Brodick for transport to the stones. 

Cost: £5.50 per person including bus fare from Brodick. Booking required.

Making Your Sightings Count – An Introduction	
Meet: Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot 
An introduction to bird survey techniques, the work of the British Trust for 
Ornithology and how to make your bird sightings really count, with the BTO’s 
Anne Cotton.

Cost: Entry by donation.

Making Your Sightings Count – A Masterclass	
Meet: Shiskine Golf Course car park, Blackwaterfoot Beach 
Get to grips with practical bird survey techniques with the BTO’s Anne Cotton  
at Drumadoon Cliff, an important location for nesting birds.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

Minibus Safari of North Arran		
Meet: Brodick Pier 
A minibus trip to visit some of the best known bird hotspots on the island, in the 
company of Arran’s Bird Recorder.

Cost: Adults £20, children £10. Booking required.

Minibus Safari South		
Meet: Brodick Pier 
A minibus trip to visit some of the best known bird hotspots on the island, in the 
company of Arran’s Bird Recorder.

Cost: Adults £20 Children £10. Booking required.

Moth Trapping Evening			 
Meet:  Dippen House, near Kildonan NS041219 
An evening foray into the world of moths.  We will set traps and return the 
following morning (0930-1000) to see what we have caught. 
Bring outdoor clothing and footwear plus a torch.

Cost: £2.  Booking required.

Moths and Moth Recording
Meet: Kildonan Village Hall 
Learn about the amazing moths of Scotland and how to ýnd  
and record them with Neil Gregory of the Butterþy  
Conservation Trust. 

Cost: Entry by donation.

Mountain Wildlife		
Meet: Glen Rosa Campsite (NS001376) 
Arran’s mountains are home to some amazing and beautiful wildlife. Find out 
how life adapts to the harsh extremes of weather and altitude in this mountain 
hike with the NTS Ranger Service. Please bring walking boots, waterproof 
jacket & trousers, packed lunch & drink.

Cost: £2 per person. Booking required.

North Newton Shore		
Meet: South Newton road end.  N.B. parking very limited 
Walk with SNH in the footsteps of the famous Scottish geologist James Hutton 
and visit a site that led to the laying of the founding principles of  
geological science.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Optics Demonstration		
Meet: The Low Green ï behind Brodick Beach and the small co-op 
Thinking of buying a new scope or binoculars? Try out a great 
selection with expert guidance from RSPB staff. Optics, books 
and more on sale. 

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Otter Walk			 
Meet: Meeting place and start time to be conýrmed.   
Booked parties will be contacted prior to the event. 
Find out about Arran’s elusive and fascinating otters and learn how to spot this 
exciting predator! Places limited and booking essential. Binoculars useful but 
optional. Cup of tea available at hall afterwards. 

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Pladda Seabirds			
Meet: Lamlash Pier 
Take a powerboat to the south of Arran and visit the tiny isle of Pladda, home  
to a seabird colony, with an experienced birder.

Cost: £40 per person. Booking required.

Poetry Workshop with Jason Watt		

Meet: Brodick country park, Castle reception carpark 
Youôve been walking. What you have seen moves you but you canôt ýnd the 
words to share it. Come on a walk with an NTS ranger and a local poet  
and discover the right words in the woods. Please bring packed lunch and 
outdoor clothing.

Cost: £10 per person. Booking required.

Raptor Ramble			 
Meet: Lochranza Distillery 
Look for Arran’s rare birds of prey including Golden Eagle in the company of 
Arran’s Bird Recorder. Discounted distillery tours and free tea and coffee with 
all food purchases in the Eagles Nest Café.

Cost: £2.  Booking required.

Red Squirrel Watch			 
Meet: Arran Brewery, Cladach, Brodick 
Watch red squirrels at our feeding station and enjoy a sip of  
the Arran Brewery’s new Red Squirrel Ale at the same time!  Ale not included. 

Cost: Donations Welcome.

Reptile Ramble				  
Meet: Glen Rosa Campsite (NS001376) 
A ramble into Glen Rosa with a chance of a closer look at adders, slow worms 
and common lizards, weather conditions permitting. Suitable for children  
over 14. Wear walking boots and long trousers.

Cost: £2. Booking required.

Sailing FUNdamentals		
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
The excitement, skill and art of using the wind to take you 
where you want to go are both exhilharating and very satisfying.  A great way to 
see marine wildlife.

Cost: Adult (16+) £22.50 Child (6-15) £12.50 Unaccompanied Teen (12-15) 
£17.50. Booking required.

Sailing: Full Day Coastal Cruising	
Meet: Arran Adventure Cabin, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick 
The cruising element of this trip allows us to constantly explore new  
coastlines and you will be able to see wildlife and the seabed  
at close proximity.

Cost: Adult (16+) £40 Child (10-15) £25 Unaccompanied Teen (12-15) £35.  
Booking required.
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